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His enjoyment of freedom was all the greater because his father had provided him with a well-filled purse, and Leipsic appeared to him at first cheerful, interesting, and important. As he entered the city, the streets and open squares swarmed with the gay multitude at the fair, the Greeks, Poles, and Russians being strangely conspicuous in their national costumes. The city itself presented a more modern and more aristocratic appearance than Frankfort. The streets were broader and more regular, the houses more pretentious and more richly ornamented both within and without. The upper stories did not project over the street, each beyond the one beneath, as at home. But he was especially impressed with the trading-houses, which, with their " sky-high walls " enclosing several courts and fronting on two parallel streets, seemed like miniature cities; as, for example, the Feuerkugel between the old Neumarkt (now Universitatsstrasse) and the new, where Goethe first took lodgings; or Auerbachs Hof, called "Little Leipsic," with its wine cellar already far-famed because of Faust's magic ride. The city was further splendidly adorned with large private gardens laid out with excellent taste for the time. "They are as splendid," Wolfgang writes to Cornelia in December, 1765, "as anything I have ever seen; perhaps I shall send you some day a view of the entrance to the Apels's garden. It is superb. The first time I saw it I thought I was entering the fields of Elysium."
His private life also took on a pleasant aspect. He was kindly received by the families to which he had brought letters; the excellent theatre was a great centre of attraction, and his dinners, at Privy Councillor Ludwig's, with a company composed almost exclusively of students of medicine, were always entertaining, and so delightful to his palate that he wrote his friend Riese and his sister Cornelia with great satisfaction about all the delicious dainties that were served. Lastly he was carried away with enthusiasm for his professors the first time he met them, if he writes his father the truth and not as a diplomat. " You